A NUBIAN    D K S T I N Y

fires. Nor could the International Commission have
hoped to use force to sanction it's writ against Germany
or Hungary. Austria quitted the Commission in May,
Italy declined to take part in ils proceedings. Its head-
quarters were moved to Belgrade in June.
As it was, Germany contented 'herself with accelera-
ting the widening and deepening of the Rhine-Main-
Danube canal, thus preparing a deep waterway from the
North to the Black Sea. She also acquired the Austrian
commercial fleet on the Danube, amounting to 16 per
cent, of all the Danube vessels. She began rapidly to
build additions to the Austrian military flotilla in con-
travention of Austria's engagements to the Powers, And
in all the Ripuarian states of the Danube her representa-
tives began to forge ahead with offers of preferential
freight rates on the German (formerly Austrian) cargo
vessels, on the German stretch of the river, etc.
A German syndicate undertook to build the bypass
canal from Ccrnavoda to Constan/a, in Rumania, cutting
through the neck of land around which the Danube
meanders in its northward turn, and reaching the big
Black Sea port in 50 miles instead of 250, Finally, when
Czecho-Slovak territories were annexed by Germany and
Hungary in the autumn of 1938 the Danube came fully
under German-Hungarian control as far as the Jugoslav
border.   True, the Slovak capital, the part-German and
part-Hungarian city of Bratislava, still had access to the
Danube for a mile or two; but the new Hungarian
acquisitions below Bratislava, and the new German
acquisitions nearly all round it on both banks, deprived
the new Czechoslovakia of any ability effectively to act
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